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SUBJ: PRAVDA ON THE DETENTE/ELECTION CAMPAIGN NEWS 

1 .SUMMARY PRAVDA CONTINUES TO NURTURE THE CONCEPT - 
OR MISCONCEPTION - THAT RECENT DIFFICULTIES 
IN OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS CAN ALL BE WRITTEN OFF TO 
THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN.AND WILL PASS WHEN IT DOES. 

LATEST AND ONE OF THEM MOST BLATANT EXAMPLES IS A TASS 
REPORT IN PRAVDA APRIL 9 ON TASS CORRESPONDENT S INTERVIEW WITH 
GEORGE GALUP. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE TASS REPORT HAS GALLUP SAYING THAT "THE MAJORITY 
OF AMERICANS YEARN FOR A CONTINUATION OF THE POLICY OF 
PEACE AND DETENTE" BETWEEN THE U.S. AND THE USSR. "NO 
MATTER WHAT TERMINOLOGY IS USED TO DEFINE THIS POLICY," 

IT IS IMPORT ANT.SAYS GALLUP ACCORDING TO TASS, THAT 
AMERICANS WANT TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS TO LESSEN TEN- 
SION, STOPTHE ARMS RACE.AND RESOLVE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES. THE REPORT ASSERTS THAT GALLUP SAYS 
THAT "COLOSSAL CHANGES" HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE VIEW 
THE AMERICAN POPULACE HAS OF THE SOVIET UNION SINCE THE COLD 
WAR, AND THEN PARAPHRASES HIM AS SAYING THAT "SOVIET 
FOREIGN POLICY AND ITS AIM OF REDDUCING INTERNATIONAL 
TENSION HAS PLAYED A HUGE ROLE IN THIS PROCESS." 
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3. GALLUP CONTINUES, ACCORDING TO TASS, THAT "DURING 
THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN CERTAIN POLITICIANS IN THE U.S. 

SPEAK FROM ANTI-SOVIET POSITIONS. BUT THEIR ASSERTION 
AND SLOGANS DO NOT REFLECT THE VIEWS AND INTERESTS OF 
THE MASS OF THE POPULATION." "AMERICAN," HE ALLEGEDLY 
CONTINUED," WISH TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET 
PEOPLE IN ALL AREAS- POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, CULTURAL, AND 
SPORTS." 

4. COMMENT: THIS REPORT IS ONE OF THE CLEAREST EXAMPLES 
WE HAVE SEENOF SOVIET MEDIA SUCCUMBING TO THE IDEA 
THAT THE PRESENT DIFFICULTIES IN U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS 
ARE ENTIRELY CAUSED BY THE U.S. ELECTION CAMPAIGN. THE 
OBVIOUS POLICY CONCLUSION TO DRAW FROM SUCH A MISINTER 
PRETATION OF REALITY IS TO BATTEN DOWN THE HATCHES, 
CONTINUE TO FOLLOW PREVIOUS "PRINCIPLED POSITIONS," AND 
WEATHER OUT THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN STORM-WHEREUPON, ONE 
ASSUMES, THE SUN WILL AGAIN BREAK THROUGH THE CLOUDS ON 
NOVEMBER 3. 

5. WE MUST ALSO ADMIT TO SOME DOUBT THAT DR. GALLUP 
ASCRIBED THE IMPROVEMENT IN THE U.S. PUBLIC PERCEPTION 
OF THE SOVIET UNION TO PUBLIC APPRECIATION OF SOVIET 
FOREIGN POLICY. THE DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO BRING THE 
FULL TEXT OF THIS ARTICLE TO DR. GALLUP'S ATTENTION. 
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